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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . Claims 1-69 are pending in this office action. Claims 1-69 are presented in this 
office action. This office action is in response to the filing dated 04/02/01 . 



2. The reference cited in the IDS, PTO-1449, Paper No. 6 and 7, have been 
considered. 



3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AlPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AlPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 



Information Disclosure Statement 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



I • ■■ ■ ■ 
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4. Claims 1-7, 9-12, 14-22, 67-69 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Wang Balbonado (US 2002/01 47880A1). 

With respect to claims 1 and 67, Baldonado discloses upon entry of one or more 
keywords 540, and/or context information, a user would select, for example, with the 
click of a mouse, the perform search, or "OK" button 550. At this time, as previously 
discussed, the query development circuit 550 will assemble the context information and 
keyword(s) for forwarding to the query management circuit 350, (pages 5, 2"^ col., lines 
32-38) as step of receiving a user search request This context information would 
allow a search for the keywords within the "current" portion or directory of the 
trademark portion of the example.com web site. Alternatively, a combination of web 
sites could be specified as the context information. For example, a user may specify 
the context information as "www.example.com" and "www.example2.com." In general, 
any information pointing to one or more locations in a distributed network can be used 
as the context information, (pages 3, 2"^ col., lines 26-36) as step of identifying 
context information for the user. The combination of the keyword and context 
information Is then submitted, via link 50 and the network 200, to the search server 
300. The search server 300 receives the query and context, via I/O interface 330. in 
the query management circuit 350. The query management circuit 350 forwards the 
query and context information to the crawl search management circuit 360. The crawl 
search management circuit analyzes the received keywords and context information. 
In accordance with the context information, the crawl search management circuit 360 
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determines the crawl boundaries corresponding to the context information. These 
crawl boundaries regulate the breadth of the crawl search within the distributed 
network, (pages 3, 2"^ col., lines 36-51) as step of determining search criteria 
corresponding to the user search request by combining the user search request 
and the current context information. 

As to claim 2, Baldonado further discloses performing search of an information 
source using the search criteria, (Pages 1, 1®^ col., lines 36-43). 

As to claim 3, Baldonado further discloses wherein identifying context information 
for the user comprises identifying current context information for the user, (Pages 3, 2"^ 
col., lines 21-51). 

As to claim 4, Baldonado further discloses wherein the determining comprises 
generating a product interest characterization having a plurality of fields, wherein one 
or more of the plurality of fields Includes data, received from the user, corresponding to 
the user search request, and wherein another one or more of the plurality of fields 
includes data, received from a context awareness model, that represents the context 
information for the user, (Pages 3, 2"^ col., lines 21-51). 



• 
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As to claim 5, Baldonado further discloses wherein receiving the user search 
request comprises receiving, as at least part of the user search request, one or more 
keywords, (Pages 3, 2""* col., lines 21-51). 

As to claim 6, Baldonado further discloses wherein receiving the user search 
request comprises receiving, as at least part of the user search request, authorization 
information that indicates how much data can be provided to difference classes of 
production information providers, (Pages 5, 2"^ col., lines 32-51). 

As to claims 7 and 69, Baldonado further discloses communicating the search 
criteria to one or more search components, (Pages 5, 2"^ col., lines 32-51); receiving 
search results from at least one of the one or more search components, (Pages 5, 2"^ 
col., lines 32-51); and presenting the search result to the user, (Pages 5, 2"^ col., lines 
32-51). 

As to claim 9, Baldonado further discloses determining an appropriate time to 
present the search results, (Pages 5, 2"^ col., lines 32-51); and wherein representing 
the search results to the user comprises waiting until the appropriate time to present 
the search results to the user, (Pages 5, 2"^ col., lines 32-51). 
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As to claim 10, Baldonado further discloses wherein the user search request is a 
request to retrieve information regarding one or more of a product or a service, (Pages 
5, 2"^ col., lines 32-51). 

As to claims 1 1 and 52, Baldonado further discloses wherein the user search 
request is a request to obtain a product, (Pages 5, 2"^ col., lines 32-51). 

As to claim 12, Baldonado further discloses herein the search criteria is to be 
submitted to one or more search components via a network, and wherein the product is 
to be returned to the user via the network, (Pages 5, 2"^ col., lines 32-51). 

As to claims 14, 46, 56, and 68, Baldonado further discloses wherein the context 
information comprises information regarding one or more of: the user's physical 
environment, the user's mental environment, the user's computing environment, and 
the user's data environment, (Pages 3, 2"*^ col., lines 21-51), 

As to claims 15 and 56, Baldonado further discloses wherein the context 
information comprises information regarding two or more of: the user's physical 
environment, the user's mental environment, the user's computing environment, and 
the user's data environment, (Pages 3. 2"^ col., lines 21-51). 
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As to claims 16, 47 and 57, Baldonado further discloses wherein the context 
information comprises physical environment information pertaining to one or more of: 
the user's present location and the current time 

As to claims 1 7, 48 and 58, Baldonado further discloses wherein the context 
information comprises mental environment information pertaining to one or more of: the 
user's likely intentions, the user's preferences, and the user's current station, (Pages 3, 
2"^ col., lines 21-51). 

As to claims 18, 49, and 59, Baldonado further discloses wherein the context 
information comprises computing environment information pertaining to one or more of: 
computing capabilities of a client computer being used by the user, available I/O 
devices of the clients, processing capabilities of the client, and available storage space 
on the client, (Pages 4, 2""^ col., lines 16-28). 

As to claims 19, 50, and 60, Baldonado further discloses wherein the context 
information comprises data environment information pertaining to data and software 
resources on a client computer being used by the user, (Pages 6, 2"^ col., lines 36-54). 

As to claim 20, Baldonado further discloses generating a profile corresponding to 
the user, (Pages 3, 2"^ col. line 12-26); and saving the search criteria associated with 
the search request as corresponding to the profile, (Pages 3, 1®^ col. lines 14-37) 
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Pages 



As to claim 21 , Baldonado further discloses displaying a form to the user for entry 
of parameters of the. search request, (Pages 3, 2"^ coL, lines 21-51); and automatically 
populating fields of the form with data based on the context information, (Pages 3, 2"^ 
col., lines 21-51). 

As to claim 22, Baldonado further discloses not displaying the fields of the forms 
that are automatically populated based on the context information, (Pages 3, 2"^ col., 
lines 21-51), 

With respect to claim 45, Baldonado discloses the combination of the keyword 
and context information is then submitted, via link 50 and the network 200, to the 
search server 300. The search server 300 receives the query and context, via I/O 
interface 330, in the query management circuit 350. The query management circuit 
350 forwards the query and context information to the crawl search management circuit 
360. The crawl search management circuit analyzes the received keywords and 
context information. In accordance with the context information, the crawl search 
management circuit 360 determines the crawl boundaries corresponding to the context 
information. These crawl boundaries regulate the breadth of the crawl search within 
the distributed network, (pages 3, 2"^ col., lines 36-51 ) as step of receiving a search 
request, wherein the search request is based at least in part on both user 
defined parameters and current context information of the user. 
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With respect to claim 51 , Baldonado discloses upon entry of one or more 
keywords 540, and/or context information, a user would select, for example, with the 
click of a mouse, the perform search, or "OK" button 550. At this time, as previously 
discussed, the query development circuit 550 will assemble the context information and 
keyword(s) for forwarding to the query management circuit 350, (pages 5, 2"^ col., lines 
32-38) as step of receiving a user search request A user, via user input device 180, 
then enters one or more keywords into the keyword entry dialog box. Alternatively, 
instead of a user entering one or more keywords through a keyword entry dialog box, 
the browser interface 140 can detect highlighted or selected portions within a 
document, such as a web page, displayed in the web browser. For example, if a user 
highlights text, for example, by holding down the left mouse button and traversing a 
portion of text within a web page, the highlighted portion can be automatically copied 
and used as the keyword information when the initialize search button is selected. 
These keywords are transferred, via link 50, and I/O interface 130, with the aid of 
controller 110 and memory 120, to the query development circuit 150, (Pages 3, 1®^ 
col., lines 23-36) as step of identifying user-input parameters corresponding to the 
search request The query development circuit 150 performs a number of tasks. First, 
the query development circuit 150 receives the one or more keywords from the user 
input device 180 arid stores them in the memory 120. Additionally, the query 
development circuit 150 communicates with the browser interface 140 to determine the 
current virtual location, or context, of the user within the distributed network. 



Application/Control Number: 09/824.900 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2172' 

Alternatively, the context information can be forwarded directly with the one or more 
keywords. For example, as previously discussed, the keyword entry dialog box can 
also have a portion that allows entry of the context information for the search. Thus, 
this context information could include, but is not limited to, a Uniform Resource Locator 
(URL), an Internet Protocol address (IP address), a File Transfer Protocol address 
(FTP address), a directory, a domain name, a universal resource name, or the like. 
Having the context and keyword information, the query development circuit 150 
initiates the search. In particular, the query development circuit assembles two 
different queries, which are submitted, to the search server 300. The first query is a 
crawl search. The crawl search comprises the context information as well as the 
keyword information entered by the user or detected in cooperation with the browser 
interface 140 and the user input device. As previously discussed, this context 
information can correspond to the URL of, for example, the web page at which the user 
requested the search services, (Pages 3, 1®* col., lines 53-65) as step of identifying 
user-input parameters corresponding to the search request, (Pages 3, 1^^ coL, lines 37- 
65) as step of identifying user context parameter, corresponding to the search 
request, that represent a context of the user and comparing both the user input 
parameters and the user context parameters to data describing content The 
combination of the keyword and context information is then submitted, via link 50 and 
the network 200, to the search server 300. The search server 300 receives the query 
and context, via I/O interface 330, in the query management circuit 350. The query 
management circuit 350 forwards the query and context information to the crawl search 
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management circuit 360. The crawl search management circuit analyzes the received 
keywords and context information. In accordance with the context information, the 
crawl search management circuit 360 determines the crawl boundaries corresponding 
to the context information. These crawl boundaries regulate the breadth of the crawl 
search within the distributed network, (Pages 3, 2"^ col., lines 36-51) as step of 
identifying content, based at least in part on tfie comparing, that matches both 
the user input parameters and the user context parameters. 

As to claim 53, wherein the context of the user comprises the user's current 
context at the time of activating the search request, (Pages 3, 2"^ col., lines 36-51 ). 

As to claim 54, wherein the context of the user comprises the user's current 
context at the time of generating the search request. (Pages 3, 2"^ col., lines 36-51 ). 

As to claim 55, wherein the data comprises a plurality of product 
characterizations, (Pages 4, 1®* col., lines 17-25). 

5. Claims 61-66 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Abbott, III et al. (US 654991 5B2). 

With respect to claim 61, Abbott discloses a characterization module configured 
to characterize a user's context, (col. 17, lines 21-39); and a search criteria generator 
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configured to generate search criteria corresponding to a user search request, wherein 
the search criteria is coupled to receive a user search request via one or more input 
devices, and further coupled to receive the user's context from the characterization 
module, (col. 17, lines 21-39). 

As to claim 62, Abbott further discloses wherein the characterization module is 
configured to characterize the user's content based on input received from a plurality of 
sensors, wherein the plurality of sensors sense one or more of: the user's physical 
environment, the user's mental environment, the user's computing environment, and the 
user's data environment, (col. 17, lines 21-39). 

As to claim 63, Abbott further discloses wherein the user's context comprises 
physical environment information pertaining to one or more of: the user's present 
location and the current time, (col. 17, lines 21-39). 

As to claim 64, Abbott further discloses wherein the user's context comprises 
mental environment information pertaining to one or more of: the user's likely 
intentions, the user's preference, and the user's current attention, (col. 8, lines 20-46). 



As to claim 65, Abbott further discloses wherein the user's context comprises 
computing environment information pertaining to one or more: computing capabilities of 
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a client computer being used by the user, available I/O devices of the client, processing 
capabilities of the client, and available storage space on the client, (col. 18, lines 21-36). 

As to claim 66, Abbott further discloses wherein the user's context comprises 
data environment information pertaining to data and software resources on a client 
computer being used by the user, (col. 18. line 21-36). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented iand 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 8 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wang 
Baldonado (US 2002/0147880A1) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of 
Kravets et al. (US 6363377B1 ). 

As to claim 8, Baldonado discloses in FIG. 4, the results pages 610, displayed, 
for example, within a browser interface 600, comprises a location for displaying the one 
or more entered keywords 540, the context information 515, e.g., the URL, an index 
search results portion 640, a crawl search results portion 650, one or more index 
search results 645, one or more crawl search result list 655, a search button 670 and a 
stop search button 680, (Pages 5, 2"^ col., lines 38-48). However, Baldonado does not 
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disclose filtering, after receiving the search results, the search results based on 
the appropriateness of the search results; and presenting the search results to 
the user comprises presenting only appropriate search results to the user. 

Kravets discloses a desirable to filter the output of search engines, to prevent 
information from being displayed. If the search engine returns a large set of URLs, one 
may want to restrict it to pages that were visited only last week, or to pages that have 
been book marked, or to a smaller set of URLs that are relevant, based upon some 
specific criteria not previously captured in the search engine index. Sometimes it is 
desirable to filter the output to exclude pages to which a user should not have access. 
Referring to FIG. 2B, there is shown the details of the dynamic filter processor in step 
24 of FIG. 1 A. The dynamic filtering, based on a dynamic set of URLs, is used to 
restrict the results of a search query. In the exemplary embodiment of the invention, 
the dynamic set of URLs can be determined explicitly by the user from a user profile as 
shown in step 57 of FIG. 2B, or, in general, from information stored in other information 
management systems. Once the profile is accessed, then in step 59 the URUs may be 
filtered and the results are displayed in step 61, (col. 7, lines 65-col. 8, lines 16) as step 
of filtering, after receiving the search results, the search results based on the 
appropriateness of the search results; and presenting the search results to the 
user comprises presenting only appropriate search results to the user. Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the search result in Baldonado by including filtering, after receiving 
the search results, the search results based on the appropriateness of the search 
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results; and presenting the search results to the user comprises presenting only 
appropriate search results to the user as taught by Kravets. In doing so, the user can 
organizing the results of a search and save a lot of the user time, (col. 1, lines 15-16). 

8. Claim 1 3 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Wang 
Baldonado (US 2002/01 47880A1) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of 
Sharp et al. (US 626331 7B1). 

As to claim 13, Baldonado discloses in FIG. 4, the results pages 610, displayed, 
for example, within a browser interface 600, comprises a location for displaying the one 
or more entered keywords 540, the context information 515, e.g., the URL, an index 
search results portion 640, a crawl search results portion 650, one or more index 
search results 645, one or more crawl search result list 655, a search button 670 and a 
stop search button 680, (Pages 5, 2"^ col., lines 38-48). However, Baldonado does not 
disclose wherein the search criteria is to be submitted to one or more search 
components via a networl<, and wherein the product is to be returned to the user 
via shipping external the network. Sharp discloses using computer system 100, a 
customer using client computer 120 can access an e-commerce website hosted on 
server computer 1 10 via computer network 150. The e-commerce website allows the 
customer to select among a large assortment of products from different manufacturers. 
In some embodiments, the products sold through the e-commerce website relate to a 
particular market segment, such as extreme sports equipment and apparel. The e- 
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commerce website allows the customer to place multiple orders for multiple products 
and/or services in a single session. The order includes both information about the 
product, such as manufacturer, model number and selected options, as well as 
information about the customer, such as name, address and credit information. 
Once the customer has entered and confirmed the order, a computer program 
executed on server computer 110 processes the order. The computer program 
allocates the order to a supplier of the product according to a distribution channel 
conflict resolution scheme specified by the manufacturer of the product. According to 
the distribution channel conflict resolution scheme, an order can be allocated either to 
the owner of the website, or to a distributor selected according to the protocol, or to the 
distributor for direct distribution. The term distributor is used herein to include 
distributors of a product at all levels in the distribution chain, including retailers. If the 
order is allocated to either a distributor or to the manufacturer, the order is transmitted 
to a distributor computer 140 or to a manufacturer computer 130 via a secure extranet 
communication link established over computer network 1 50. In order to be able to fill 
orders, the owner of the website may maintain a warehouse of products by various 
manufacturers, where the products are held on consignment on behalf of the 
manufacturer, (col. 3, lines 6-39) as step of wherein the search criteria is to be 
submitted to one or more search components via a network. Order processing 
page 600 is illustrated in FIG. 6. Order processing page 600 includes a general order 
information area 610, listing information such as the order ID, the date the order was 
entered and last modified, the order total and shipping information. In addition, order 
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processing page 600 includes billing address 620, shipping address 630, e-mail 
addresses 640, credit card information 650 and item list 660. Item list 660, in turn, 
contains information for each of the items in the order displayed in order processing 
page 600. The operator can control the order displayed in order processing page 600 
by entering a new order ID in order ID field 602 and then pressing search button 604. 
Item list 660 contains a product ID button 665 and a status 685 for each item in the 
order. The operator can cause product detail page 1300 (FIG. 13) to be displayed by 
pressing product ID button 665, (col. 6, lines 36-51 ) as step of wherein the product is 
to be returned to the user via shipping external the network. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to modify Baldonado by including wherein the search criteria is to be submitted to one 
or more search components via a network, and wherein the product is to be returned to 
the user via shipping external the network as taught by Sharp. By doing so, the e- 
commerce websites are more convenient and less time-consuming shopping, (col. 1, 
lines 33-34). 

9. Claims 23-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wolfe et al. (US 6282517 81) in view of Colosso (US 6169976B1). 

With respect to claim 23, Wolfe discloses receive a request to generate a product 
interest characterization, (col. 15, lines 34-37); receiving one or more pieces of data 
corresponding to the request, (col. 1 6. lines 45-53); create a new product interest . 
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characterization in response to the request, (col. 16, lines 45-col. 7, lines 5); populate 
one or more fields of the product interest characterization with the one or more piece of 
data, (col. 16, lines 45-col. 7, lines 5). 

Wolfe does in FIG. 13, the new vehicle purchase requests field 310 may point to 
a list of new vehicle purchase request records. The current new vehicle purchase 
request record may be added to the existing list of new vehicle purchase request 
records. The current new vehicle purchase request record is immediately displayed in 
the list of purchase requests as generally illustrated at 1702 in FIG. 17., (col. 16, lines 
1 9-31 ). However, Wolfe does not explicitly teach populate one or more additional 
fields of the product interest characterization with data representing context 
information for a user associated with the request Colosso discloses at step 742, if 
at step 742 the key site manager 316 determines that the customer has not previously 
activated the licensed product, then at step 746 the customer is requested to enter 
additional information . In certain embodiments, the web application 312 generates a 
web page having a fill-in form that contains fields for which additional information is 
requested from the customer 302. For example, the fill-in form may request the 
customer 302 to supply the following additional information : (1) name of the 
customer's contact person or administrator; (2) customer address; (3) phone number; 
(4) fax number; (5) contacts within the company (i.e. name & email address); and (6) 
whether the customer wants to receive notices and update information 
about the licensed product. After filling in the foregoing information in the fields of the 
fill-in form, the custohrier 302 submits the filled-in form to the web application 312. 
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In certain embodinnents, this information is optional, such that the customer 
may choose to supply some, all or even none of the requested information, (col. 14, 
lines 32-55) as step of populate one or more additional fields of the product 
interest characterization with data representing context information for a user 
associated with the request Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Wolfe by including 
populate one or more additional fields of the product interest characterization 
with data representing context information for a user associated with the request 
in order to prevent unauthorized use or reproduction of the production. 

As to claim 24, Wolfe further discloses wherein the user associated with the 
request is the user that imitated the request, (col. 15, lines 32-46). 

As to claim 25, Wolfe further discloses wherein the context information 
comprises current context information, (col. 15, lines 32-46). 

As to claim 26, Wolfe further discloses where receiving one or more pieces of 
data corresponding to the request comprises receiving, from the user, the one or more 
pieces of data corresponding to the request, (col. 16, lines 45-52). 
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As to claim 27, Wolfe further discloses the user's physical environment, the 
user's mental environment, the user's computing environment, and the user's data 
environment,(col. 10, lines 3-14). 

As to claim 28, Wolfe further discloses the user's present location and the current 
time, (col. 1 1 , lines 9-24). 

As to claim 29, Wolfe further discloses mental environment information pertaining 
to one or more of the: the user's likely intentions, the user's preferences, and the 
user's current attention, (col. 16, lines 44-53). 

As to claim 30, Wolfe further discloses computing capabilities of a client 
computer being used by the user, available I/O device of the client, processing 
capabilities of the client, and available storage space on the client, (col. 15, lines 47- 
63). 

As to claim 31 , Wolfe further discloses wherein the context information comprises 
data environment information pertaining to data and software resource on a client 
computer being used by the user, (col. 15, lines 33-46). 

As to claim 32, Wolfe further discloses display a form to the user for entry of 
parameters of the search request, (col. 16, lines 45-52). 
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As to claim 33, Wolfe does in FIG. 13, the new vehicle purchase requests field 
310 may point to a list of new vehicle purchase request records. The current new 
vehicle purchase request record may be added to the existing list of new vehicle 
purchase request records. The current new vehicle purchase request record is 
immediately displayed in the list of purchase requests as generally illustrated at 1702 in 
FIG. 17., (col. 16, lines 19-31). However, Wolfe does not explicitly teach computer- 
executable instructions that, when executed, direct the computer to not display 
the fields of the form that are automatically populated based on the context 
information. Colosso discloses at step 742 if at step 742 the key site manager 31 6 
determines that the customer has not previously activated the licensed product, then at 
step 746 the customer is requested to enter additional information . In certain 
embodiments, the web application 312 generates a web page having a fill-in form that 
contains fields for which additional information is requested from the customer 302. 
For example, the fill-in form may request the customer 302 to supply the following 
additional information : (1 ) name of the customer's contact person or administrator; (2) 
customer address; (3) phone number; (4) fax number; (5) contacts within the company 
(i.e. name & email address); and (6) whether the customer wants to receive notices 
and update information about the licensed product. After filling in the foregoing 
information in the fields of the fill-in form, the customer 302 submits the filled-in form to 
the web application 312. In certain embodiments, this information is optional, such that 
the customer may choose to supply some, all or even none of the requested 
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information, (col. 14, lines 32-55) as step of computer-executable instructions that, 
when executed, direct the computer to not display the fields of the form that are 
automatically populated based on the context information. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to modify Wolfe by including computer-executable instructions that, when 
executed, direct the computer to not display the fields of the form that are 
automatically populated based on the context information in order to prevent 
unauthorized use or reproduction of the production. 

As to claim 34, Wolfe further discloses communicate the search criteria to one or 
more search components, (col. 16, lines 44-53); receive search results form at least 
one of the one or more search components, (col. 16, lines 53-64); and present the 
search result to the user, (col. 17, lines 1-5). 

As to claim 35, Wolfe further discloses determine an appropriate time to present 
the search result, (col. 17, lines 1-5); wait unit the appropriate time to present the 
search result to the user, (col. 17, lines 1-5). 

10. Claims 36-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wolfe et al. (US 628251 7B1 ) further in view of Pirolli et al. (US 6272507B1 ). 
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With respect to claim 36, Wolfe discloses generating search criteria based at 
least in pat on the current context of the user and one or more search parameters 
identified by the user, (col. 15, lines 33-46 and col. 16, lines 44-53); retrieving, from 
one or more information source, information satisfying the search criteria, (col. 16, lines 
65-col. 17, lines 5). 

Wolfe does in FIG. 13, the new vehicle purchase requests field 310 may point to 
a list of new vehicle purchase request records. The current new vehicle purchase 
request record may be added to.the existing list of new vehicle purchase request 
records. The current new vehicle purchase request record is immediately displayed in 
the list of purchase requests as generally illustrated at 1702 in FIG. 17., (col. 16, lines 
1 9-31 ). However, Wolfe does not explicitly teach sensing a current context of a 
user. Pirolli discloses a system for ranking the results of a search for documents from 
a collection of linked documents is disclosed. The ranking is based on historical 
patterns and information about a current context of interest of a user or group, (col. 3, 
lines 31-34). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Wolfe by including sensing a current context 
of a user as taught by Pirolli in order to rank the results better, (col. 1 , lines 14-15). 

As to claim 37, Wolfe further discloses the user's current physical environment, 
the user's current mental environment, the user's current computing environment, and 
the user's current data environment, (col. 10, lines 3-14). 
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As to claim 38, Wolfe further discloses the user's current physical environment, 
the user's current mental environment, the user's current computing environment, and 
the user's current data environment, (col. 10, lines 3-14). 

As to claim 39, Wolfe further discloses wherein the current context comprises 
physical environment information pertaining to one or more of: the user's present 
location and the current time, (col. 1 1 , lines 9-24). 

As to claim 40, Wolfe further discloses the user's likely intentions, the user's 
preferences, and the user's current attention, (col. 6, lines 4-53) 

As to claim 41 , Wolfe further discloses computing capabilities of a client 
computer being used by the user, available I/O devices of the client, processing 
capabilities of the client, and available storage space on the client, (col. 15, lines 47- 
63). 

As to claim 42, Wolfe further discloses wherein the current context comprises 
data environment information pertaining to data and software resources on a client 
computer being used by the user, (col. 15, lines 33-46). 

As to claim 43, Wolfe further discloses wherein the information comprises 
advertisements, (col. 15, lines 33-47). 
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As to claim 44, Wolfe further discloses wherein the information comprises 
production description, (col. 16, lines 65-col. 17, lines 5). 

Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Kyahara (US 6405206B1 ) shows method and apparatus for searching 
information, and a recording medium on which is recorded an information searching 
program. 

Schneider (US 6442549) shows method, product, and apparatus for processing 
reusable information. 

Gao et al. (US 6490579) shows search engine system and method utilizing 
context of heterogeneous information resources. 

AgganA^al et al. (US 6542889B1 ) shows method and apparatus for similarity text 
search based on conceptual index. 



Application/Control Number: 09/824,900 
Art Unit: 2172 



Page 26 



Contact Information 



12. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Tam V Nguyen whose telephone number 
is (703) 305-3735. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30AM-5: 00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Yen Vu can be reached on (703) 305-4393. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 746-7239 for 
formal communications and (703) 746-7240 for informal communications. 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington, Virginia 22202. Fourth Floor (Receptionist). 

1 3. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 



3900. 
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